625 Meetings and Conferences 

Because of the frequency with which questions are raised regarding the phrase "facilities for meetings and costs incidental thereto,"contained in the various sets of governing cost principles, the points below summarize the allowability of various items of cost associated with conferences, symposia, workshops or other meetings supported as the principal purpose of an NSF grant. Any costs charged to an NSF grant would also need to be reasonable and directly allocable to the supported activity. 

a. Conference Facilities. Rental of facilities and necessary equipment is allowable. (See GPM 623, "Rental or Lease ofFacilities or Special Purpose Equipment".) 

b. Supplies. Purchase of expendable materials and supplies necessary for the meeting is allowable. 

c. Conference Services. Costs of translation services and of recording and transcribing the proceedings are allowable. 

d. Publication Costs. Costs of publishing the proceedings are allowable only if approved in the grant instrument or otherwise specifically approved in writing by the NSF Grants Officer. 

e. Salaries. Salaries of professional personnel, editorial and clerical assistants and other staff members are allowable in accordance with GPM 611, "Salaries, Wages and Fringe Benefits," in proportion to the time or effort devoted to the preparation and conduct of the conference and summarizing its results. 

f. Consultant Services and Speaker Fees. Reasonable fees and travel allowances and per diem (or meals provided in lieu of per diem) are allowable as prescribed in GPM 614, "Travel Costs," and GPM 616, "Consultant Services." 

g. Meals and Coffee Breaks. When certain meals are an integral and necessary part of a conference (e.g., working meals where business is transacted), grant funds may be used for such meals. Grant funds may also be used for furnishing a reasonable amount of hot beverages or soft drinks to conference participants and attendees during periodic coffee breaks. 

h. Participant Support Costs. Allowable as prescribed in GPM 618, "Participant Support Costs." (See also GPM 632.2, "Exceptions to Basic Policy.") 

i. Entertainment. Costs of entertainment, amusement, diversion and social activities and any costs directly associated with such costs (such as tickets to shows or sports events, meals, lodging, rentals, transportation and gratuities) are unallowable. Expenses of awardee employees who are not on travel status, serving as hosts, or otherwise participating at meals that are primarily social occasions involving speakers or consultants are not allowable, even if the costs of the speaker or consultant are allowable under paragraph f, above. Costs of employees on travel status are limited to those allowed under the governing cost principles for travel expenses (see GPM 614, "Travel Costs"). 

j. Alcoholic Beverages. No federal funds may be spent on alcoholic beverages. 

Special Note: Costs, such as those allowable costs identified above, are only allowable for meetings or conferences specifically and clearly identified in the proposed scope of work and budget, as modified and approved by NSF. NSF funds are not otherwise to be spent for meals or coffee breaks for intramural meetings of an organization or any of its components, including, but not limited to, laboratories, departments and centers.
